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of Rome was firmly established in the southern angle of Gaul, between the
Alps and Pyrenees, a district which still preserves its Roman name, "the
province," in the French Provence. The whole northern coast of the Medi-
terranean, from the Pillars of Hercules to Syria, now owned the sovereignty
of Horned
THE JUGURTHINE W&B,
The miserable inefficiency and complete worthlessness of the Roman
government was especially noticeable in the Jugurthine War, which on
that account, and not because of its magnitude or dangerous character, is of
interest.
Masinissa, known to us as king of Nuraidia, died in the year 148 and
left the government of his kingdom to be shared in common by his three
sons, Micipsa, Gulussa, and Mastanabal. The death of the last two following
soon after, Micipsa, the eldest, was left to reign alone. He was a feeble,
peacefully inclined old man, who preferred devoting himself to Greek
philosophy; and, as his two sons, Adherbal and Hiempsal, were not yet
of age, he abandoned the administration to his nephew Jugurtha, an illegiti-
mate son of Mastanabal. Jugurtha was a magnificent type of man, bold
and full of talent, well versed in all the arts of war, and held in high esteem
by the 2s umidians.
As leader of the Numidian auxiliary forces in the Numantian War, he
had distinguished himself in Scipio's army by his bravery, and had won
many friends among the Romans of name. When he returned home he
brought Micipsa a letter from Scipio, in which the latter congratulates
Micipsa on his gallant nephew, who, he declares, has endeared himself to
every Roman by his services. Micipsa now began to fear lest this youth,
standing so high in the favour of both Romans and Xumidians, might
become dangerous to his own two sons. He therefore thought it best to
propitiate him by benefits; he adopted him, and in his will provided that
Jugurtha should share his kingdom with his sons.
Micipsa died in the year 118. His eyes were scarcely closed when his
two sons, grudging Jugurtha his share in the kingdom, fell out with him so
that the idea of mutual government seemed no longer feasible.
But before a division of kingdom and treasure could be arranged,
Jugurtha, who had been infuriated by irritating words which Hiempsal had
uttered in a rage, caused Hiempsal to be set upon in his house and murdered.
He then began war against Adherbal, intending to obtain mastery over the
entire kingdom. Adherbal, driven from the kingdom, fled to Rome, where
he laid his complaint before the senate, which had taken upon itself to carry
out the provisions of Micipsa's will. Jugurtha had taken the measure of
the Romans before Numantia; he now sent an embassy with a quantity
of money to Rome, and this soon convinced those who had just been pleading
Adherbal's cause of the injustice of his complaint,
Jugurtha was now pronounced blameless; Adherbal had himself com-
menced the war, and his brother had been murdered by his own followers
because of his cruelties towards them. The Roman senate was quite willing
to hand over the whole kingdom to the open-handed Jugurtha, but the evi-
dence of bribery was somewhat too strong. So in order that the scandal
might not become too flagrant, the leaders of the senate decided to send a
commission of ten men to Numidia, who should divide that kingdom equally
between the two pretenders. L. Opimius, the conqueror of C. Gracchus,